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They develop rehabilitation pro-

grams by conferring with clients, 
which also includes training to help 
clients develop job skills. Rehabilita-
tion counselors also work toward in-
creasing the client’s capacity to live 
independently. These professionals 
work with individuals, professional or-
ganizations and advocacy groups to ad-
dress the social barriers that create ob-
stacles for people with disabilities. 
They are instrumental in building 
bridges between the often-isolated 
world of people with disabilities and 
their families, communities, and 
school and work environments. They 
empower individuals to make informed 
choices so that they can become pro-
ductive members of society. 

Rehabilitation counselors are em-
ployed in private practice, by commu-
nity health organizations and hos-
pitals, and in State and Federal Gov-
ernment positions. There are approxi-
mately 141,000 rehabilitation coun-
selors in the United States, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
That number is expected to grow rap-
idly as medical advances help people 
survive serious injury or illness, in-
cluding veterans returning from both 
the Afghanistan and Iraqi wars. 

Rehabilitation counselors provide a 
great service to the millions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities. They encourage 
people with disabilities to participate 
as active citizens within their commu-
nities. These highly trained profes-
sionals help many disabled Americans 
cope with their life-altering situations, 
and today we recognize them for their 
hard work and dedication. 

I ask for my colleagues’ support of 
this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to recognize the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) who we 
praised in our earlier comments for 
bringing this awareness of the value of 
our rehabilitation counselors to the at-
tention of the House, and we applaud 
him for his efforts, and we recognize 
him for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SKELTON. I thank the gen-
tleman so much for yielding. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join in supporting H. Res. 
247, which would express support for 
recognizing March 22 as National Reha-
bilitation Counselors Appreciation 
Day. I want to thank my friend, PHIL 
GINGREY, the gentleman from Georgia, 
for joining me in offering this resolu-
tion. 

On March 22 in 1983, Martha Lentz 
Walker of Kent State University pro-
vided testimony to Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives regard-
ing the valuable services provided by 
qualified rehabilitation counselors. 
Due in large part to events of that day, 
rehabilitation counselors today are re-
quired to have proper certification in 
order to provide a higher level of serv-
ice. 

Vocational rehabilitation counselors 
are dedicated professionals. Their good 

works assist disabled Americans across 
the country in living independent and 
productive lives. An honest day’s work 
is a source of pride, but many individ-
uals with disabilities who want to work 
just don’t have the training, support, 
or tools they need to enter the work-
force. Vocational rehabilitation coun-
selors step in to provide the necessary 
services that succeed in bringing thou-
sands of disabled Americans into the 
workforce every day. 

Today, we have injured veterans 
seeking to gain, retain, or regain em-
ployment. Today, we have older work-
ers staying in the workforce longer in 
these difficult economic times. Today, 
many other individuals want nothing 
more than to pursue a career. Rehabili-
tation counselors play an important 
role in helping them to reach their 
goals, and I believe the service is wor-
thy of our recognition and our thanks. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back my time. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the resolu-
tion before the House is one of great 
worth, obviously recognizing the im-
portant role that rehabilitation coun-
selors play in the lives of individuals 
with disabilities. They open doorways, 
they absolutely enhance the quality of 
life, and coax the professionalism from 
those who, amongst us, are in the 
ranks of the disabled with an awful lot 
of contribution to be made to society. 
The rehabilitation counselor is a part-
ner in that effort. 

So I ask that, again, we move for-
ward and recognize this and support 
this resolution. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as a proud cosponsor of House 
Resolution 247. This Resolution expresses 
support for the designation of March 22, 2009 
as ‘‘National Rehabilitation Counselors Appre-
ciation Day.’’ 

I am particularly pleased to be able to join 
my good friend, Chairman IKE SKELTON, on 
this important Resolution. Since my first days 
in the Congress, Chairman SKELTON has been 
a good friend and I have worked with him on 
a number of issues critical to our nation’s de-
fense. It is a particular honor to work with 
Chairman SKELTON in bringing this Resolution 
to the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 247 recog-
nizes the hard and important work of our na-
tion’s rehabilitation counselors who day in and 
day out improve the lives of those who are in 
need of rehabilitation either from an injury or 
from a permanent disability. These counselors 
play an integral role in helping people re-es-
tablish control over their daily lives by man-
aging the personal, social, and vocational ef-
fects of their disabilities. 

Recognizing the importance of multiple 
sources of support, rehabilitation counselors 
work both with individuals and their families to 
plan and implement rehabilitation programs 
that fit their needs. Counselors often make ar-
rangements for medical care, job training, and 
job placement services with the aim of achiev-
ing the best possible quality of life. 

Mr. Speaker, physical disabilities do not dis-
criminate and can affect anyone or any family. 
Many of us have family members or friends 
who suffer from disabilities that shape their ev-

eryday life. Chairman SKELTON himself is a 
testament to the positive effect of rehabilitation 
counseling. 

In fact, I was pleased to join Chairman 
SKELTON a few years back in Warm Springs, 
Georgia—which at the time was part of the 
11th Congressional District. We were there 
because in his youth, Chairman SKELTON him-
self benefited from rehabilitation and therapy 
for his own disability. I know this Resolution 
has particular and personal importance for him 
as he remembers those doctors and coun-
selors who were so helpful to him. 

Mr. Speaker, in this life, we often face chal-
lenges that we cannot overcome alone. Ac-
cordingly, we have an obligation to recognize 
and celebrate those individuals who spend 
their lives making other lives better. I call on 
my colleagues to support this Resolution in 
gratitude for our nation’s rehabilitation coun-
selors. I yield back. 

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TONKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 247. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING AND COM-
MENDING NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 336) supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Library 
Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 336 

Whereas the Nation’s school, academic, 
public, and special libraries make a dif-
ference in the lives of millions of people in 
the United States, today, more than ever; 

Whereas librarians are trained profes-
sionals, helping people of all ages and back-
grounds find and interpret the information 
they need to live, learn, and work in a chal-
lenging economy; 

Whereas libraries are part of the American 
Dream, places for opportunity, education, 
self-help, and lifelong learning; 

Whereas according to a December 2008 Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) report, public library use increased 
to 1,400,000,000 visits nationwide during fiscal 
year 2006, among all types of library users, 
continuing a long term trend of increased li-
brary usage; 

Whereas libraries play a vital role in sup-
porting the quality of life in their commu-
nities; 
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Whereas libraries help people of all ages 

discover a world of knowledge, both in per-
son and online, as well as provide personal 
service and assistance in finding needed in-
formation; 

Whereas libraries are a key player in the 
national discourse on intellectual freedom 
and equity of access; 

Whereas libraries are narrowing the ‘‘dig-
ital divide’’, by providing no-fee public com-
puter and Internet access to accommodate 
the growing need for access to digital and 
online information, including e-government, 
continuing education, and employment op-
portunities; and 

Whereas libraries, librarians, library work-
ers, and supporters across the United States 
celebrated National Library Week, April 12– 
18, 2009, with The Campaign for America’s 
Libraries: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Library Week; and 

(2) encourages all residents to visit a li-
brary to take advantage of the wonderful li-
brary resources available, and to thank their 
librarians and library workers for making in-
formation accessible to all who walk through 
the library’s doors. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may revise and extend their remarks 
and insert extraneous materials on 
House Resolution 336 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of House Resolution 
336, which encourages all Americans to 
take advantage of the numerous re-
sources libraries make available. 

All across the country, libraries have 
developed communities by bringing 
people of all nationalities, ages and so-
cioeconomic levels together to enjoy 
the pleasures of literature, media and 
new technology. Libraries foster na-
tional discourse on intellectual free-
dom and provide informational equity 
across our great Nation. 

Not only do libraries provide free re-
sources, but they preserve historical 
artifacts and information highlighting 
societal achievements. Today, we have 
over 123 libraries nationwide playing a 
vital role in creating vibrant, energized 
communities. For example, the Big 
Read is a national reading program de-
signed to revitalize the role of reading 
in America, and 208 communities par-
ticipate in the Big Read program na-
tionwide. American libraries play a 
central role fostering community par-
ticipation. 

There is also the National Book Fes-
tival sponsored by our very own Li-
brary of Congress. Representatives 
from State libraries gather at the Na-
tion’s Capital to promote reading and 
literacy in all of our 50 States. Last 

September, the 8th annual National 
Book Festival was a huge success. Hun-
dreds of people gathered to promote 
reading to children, including profes-
sional athletes, actors, and famous 
writers, authors and poets. 

The Library of Congress is also a 
great resource for the public. As the 
largest library in the world, the Li-
brary of Congress holds more than 120 
million items on approximately 530 
miles of book shelves. The collections 
include more than 18 million books, 2.5 
million recordings, 12 million photo-
graphs, 4.5 million maps and 54 million 
manuscripts. The massive resource pro-
vided by this library to this country is 
indeed a bit of invaluable information. 

National Library Week continues to 
commend librarians who help the pub-
lic to interpret the information they 
need to live, to learn, and to navigate 
their way in today’s challenging and 
complicated economy. 

b 1230 
By providing free educational oppor-

tunities and a safe place for lifelong 
learning, libraries and librarians help 
people achieve the American Dream. 
With that said, ultimately libraries 
help people explore curiosities and 
make sense of this complex world. 

I do want to thank Representative 
EHLERS for his leadership and bringing 
this important resolution forward. 

Again, I want to extend my gratitude 
toward libraries for their important 
work in our communities. I ask my col-
leagues to support this important reso-
lution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

First of all, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
recognize Congressman GRIJALVA, who 
is the principal majority party cospon-
sor of this resolution. He has a deep in-
terest in libraries as well. 

I also wanted to say that I am a great 
fan of libraries for a number of reasons. 
First of all, I have served on a city li-
brary board, on a county library board, 
on the board of the State Library of 
Michigan, and also, through my service 
on the House Administration Com-
mittee, I have been on the committee 
governing the Library of Congress. But 
the main reason is that, when I was a 
young child, I was quite ill and could 
not attend school. This gave me a lot 
of spare time, and I read between six 
and eight books a week. I was totally 
dependent on the library for those 
books, so twice a week I would trudge 
down to the library—which was only 
open 2 days a week—and haul out a pile 
of books which I could read. So I fully 
appreciate the importance of libraries. 
There is another factor as well. My 
daughter, Marla, is Assistant Director 
of the Grand Rapids Public Library in 
my hometown and keeps me fully in-
formed about library affairs. And so I 
say all this in preface as to why I in-
troduced the resolution and why it is 
so important that we recognize librar-
ies. 

First sponsored in 1958, National Li-
brary Week is a national observance 
sponsored by the American Library As-
sociation and libraries across the 
States. This is done every year in 
April. It is a time to celebrate the con-
tributions of our Nation’s libraries and 
librarians and to promote library use 
and support. 

In the mid 1950s, research showed 
that Americans were spending less 
time on books and more on radio, tele-
vision, and musical instruments. Con-
cerned that Americans were reading 
less, a nonprofit citizens’ organization 
called the National Book Committee 
formed in 1954. The committee’s goals 
were ambitious and ranged from en-
couraging people to read in their in-
creasing leisure time, to improving in-
comes and health and developing a 
strong and happy family life. 

In 1957, the committee developed a 
plan for National Library Week based 
on the idea that once people were moti-
vated to read, they would support and 
use libraries. With cooperation from 
various organizations, the first Na-
tional Library Week was observed in 
1958 with the theme, ‘‘Wake Up and 
Read!’’ 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Worlds Connect 
at Your Library,’’ highlights how li-
braries are narrowing the digital divide 
by providing no-fee public computer 
and Internet access to meet the grow-
ing needs for access to digital and on-
line information, including e-govern-
ment, continuing education and em-
ployment opportunities. 

I can vouch for the big changes in li-
braries. Last year, I visited my daugh-
ter’s library—perhaps, I should say the 
Grand Rapids Public Library—and I 
was just amazed at the number of com-
puters available to the public, and 
every single computer was in use. I 
would say there were at least a dozen 
there, and people working heartily on 
them. This has become even more im-
portant with the unemployment situa-
tion because many workers don’t have 
their own computer and they have to 
go to the library to polish up their re-
sume, look online for jobs, and so 
forth. So the library’s usefulness has 
continued to grow over the years. 

Libraries truly play a vital role in 
supporting the quality of life in their 
communities. They help us discover a 
world of knowledge, both in person and 
online, and are a key player in the na-
tional discourse on intellectual free-
dom and the equity of access. In fact, 
according to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, library use was 
up to 1.3 billion visits last year nation-
wide among all types of library users, 
continuing a long-term trend of in-
creased library usage. 

By recognizing National Library 
Week, we show our appreciation to li-
braries, librarians, library workers, 
and supporters across America. I also 
should mention that we should at this 
point recognize and mention the sup-
port that Andrew Carnegie gave to li-
braries initially. When he began giving 
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away his fortune, much of it went to li-
braries across the country, and you 
will find Carnegie libraries throughout 
our Nation, including in my hometown. 

I am honored to support this resolu-
tion. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the great contributions of 
libraries and librarians. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TONKO. I again want to thank 
Mr. EHLERS for the inspiration to pay 
tribute to the libraries across this 
country. They are, indeed, very valu-
able components of the education in-
frastructure in this country. They ob-
viously provide tremendous oppor-
tunity to individuals throughout this 
country without any sort of prejudice. 

I am reminded of the powerful library 
in my hometown of Amsterdam, New 
York, and the wonderful countywide 
system that is part of Schenectady 
County, with several sites within their 
library structure. 

And so it is, indeed, very appropriate 
that we recognize the contribution 
that libraries, and more specifically, li-
brarians, make to our society and the 
development of the intellectual capac-
ity and character of our society. 

With that, I encourage passage of the 
resolution. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to give tribute to the all-American public library 
upon completion of National Library Week. It 
was a week filled with activities and celebra-
tion designed to highlight the important role li-
braries and librarians play in our lives. 

Based on a theme of ‘‘Worlds connect @ 
your library,’’ libraries across the nation hosted 
contests and presentations to educate and en-
tertain readers of all ages. Since 1958, Na-
tional Library Week has been part of the 
American Library Association’s goal of ‘‘en-
couraging people to read in their increasing 
leisure time.’’ It was and has been an impres-
sive goal and today we see libraries full of 
readers, taking on new challenges and ex-
panding the education of their communities. 
This week was an opportunity to bring in new 
library patrons and to encourage reading as 
part of everyday life. 

Former First Lady, Laura Bush, herself a li-
brarian by profession, once said this of our li-
braries: ‘‘Libraries allow children to ask ques-
tions about the world and find the answers. 
And the wonderful thing is that once a child 
learns to use a library, the doors to learning 
are always open.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I speak today to honor the 
work libraries and librarians provide not only 
children but all in their communities. They are 
more than buildings that house books and 
people that help us find resources. They are 
places to discover and imagine with neighbors 
gladly serving their fellow citizens in an ex-
panding and challenging world. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TONKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 336. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BEST BUDDIES EMPOWERMENT 
FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLEC-
TUAL DISABILITIES ACT OF 2009 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1824) to provide assistance to 
Best Buddies to support the expansion 
and development of mentoring pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1824 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Best Buddies 
Empowerment for People with Intellectual 
Disabilities Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Best Buddies operates the first national 
social and recreational program in the 
United States for people with intellectual 
disabilities. 

(2) Best Buddies is dedicated to helping 
people with intellectual disabilities become 
part of mainstream society. 

(3) Best Buddies is determined to end social 
isolation for people with intellectual disabil-
ities by promoting meaningful friendships 
between them and their non-disabled peers in 
order to help increase the self-esteem, con-
fidence, and abilities of people with and 
without intellectual disabilities. 

(4) Since 1989, Best Buddies has enhanced 
the lives of people with intellectual disabil-
ities by providing opportunities for 1-to-1 
friendships and integrated employment. 

(5) Best Buddies is an international organi-
zation spanning 1,300 middle school, high 
school, and college campuses. 

(6) Best Buddies implements programs that 
will positively impact more than 400,000 indi-
viduals in 2009 and expects to impact 500,000 
people by 2010. 

(7) The Best Buddies Middle Schools pro-
gram matches middle school students with 
intellectual disabilities with other middle 
school students and supports 1-to-1 friend-
ships between them. 

(8) The Best Buddies High Schools program 
matches high school students with intellec-
tual disabilities with other high school stu-
dents and supports 1-to-1 friendships between 
them. 

(9) The Best Buddies Colleges program 
matches adults with intellectual disabilities 
with college students and creates 1-to-1 
friendships between them. 

(10) The Best Buddies e-Buddies program 
supports e-mail friendships between people 
with and without intellectual disabilities. 

(11) The Best Buddies Citizens program 
pairs adults with intellectual disabilities in 
1-to-1 friendships with other individuals in 
the corporate and civic communities. 

(12) The Best Buddies Jobs program pro-
motes the integration of people with intel-
lectual disabilities into the community 
through supported employment. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are 
to— 

(1) provide support to Best Buddies to in-
crease participation in and public awareness 
about Best Buddies programs that serve peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities; 

(2) dispel negative stereotypes about peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities; and 

(3) promote the extraordinary contribu-
tions of people with intellectual disabilities. 
SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE FOR BEST BUDDIES. 

(a) EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
of Education may award grants to, or enter 
into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, Best Buddies to carry out activities to 
promote the expansion of Best Buddies, in-
cluding activities to increase the participa-
tion of people with intellectual disabilities 
in social relationships and other aspects of 
community life, including education and em-
ployment, within the United States. 

(b) LIMITATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to 

carry out this Act may not be used for direct 
treatment of diseases, medical conditions, or 
mental health conditions. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES.—Not more 
than 5 percent of amounts appropriated to 
carry out this Act for a fiscal year may be 
used for administrative activities. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to limit the use 
of non-Federal funds by Best Buddies. 
SEC. 4. APPLICATION AND ANNUAL REPORT. 

(a) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible for a grant, 

contract, or cooperative agreement under 
section 3(a), Best Buddies shall submit an ap-
plication at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Sec-
retary of Education may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, an applica-
tion under this subsection shall contain the 
following: 

(A) A description of activities to be carried 
out under the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement. 

(B) Information on specific measurable 
goals and objectives to be achieved through 
activities carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receipt 

of any funds under section 3(a), Best Buddies 
shall agree to submit an annual report at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary of Edu-
cation may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, each annual 
report under this subsection shall describe 
the degree to which progress has been made 
toward meeting the specific measurable 
goals and objectives described in the applica-
tions submitted under subsection (a). 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Education for grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements under sec-
tion 3(a), $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010, and 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
the 4 succeeding fiscal years. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on H.R. 1824 into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
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